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Indian Affairs - Office of Public Affairs

WASHINGTON A4[J]A BureauA of Indian Affairs Director W. PatrickA RagsdaleA today

announcedA thatA heA has appointedA Vicki L. Forrest as theA new deputy director for theA BIAA[[s
Office of TrustA Services. Forrest, an enrolledA memberA of theA Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma,
cameA toA theA BIAA from theA Interior Departmenta[][Js Office of theA Special Trustee for American
Indians (OST).

a[0I am pleasedA Vicki ForrestA has joinedA theA BIAA[JJs management team as theA Deputy Director
for TrustA Services,a[J]A RagdaleA said. 4[[JSheA is an ableA Federal Indian trustA administrator who
will bringA strongA oversight andA accountability experience to herA newA position.a[]]

ForrestA has aA backgroundA in accountingA andA IndianA trust management for both

herA tribeA andA OST. Prior to herA currentA appointment, sheA hadA servedA since March of

2004A as theA Regional FiduciaryA TrustA AdministratorA for OSTA[]Js Eastern

OklahomaA andA PacificA regions. As such, sheA oversawA theA regionsa[]] Fiduciary Trust Officers by
providingA administrativeA andA programmaticA guidance relatingA to Indian assets

andA monitoringA theA management of such assets toA ensureA their appropriateA protection,
accountingA andA disbursement.

a[[0WorkingA for theA betterment of Indian peopleA has been aA tenet of my professional career,a[JJA
ForrestA said. 4[[JI am grateful for theA opportunity to leadA theA BIAA[]Js OfficeA of TrustA Services
for theA benefit of all tribal andA individual Indian trustA beneficiaries.a[JJA

From OctoberA 2002A toA March 2004, ForrestA servedA as aA Trust Reform Specialist within OSTA[|s
offices in Albuquerque, N.M., whereA sheA providedA technical assistanceA in supportA of aA variety of
Indian trustA management improvement projects. SheA also appliedA herA financial andA accountingA
expertiseA toA theA successful resolution of problems relatedA toA implementingA trust reforms andA
coordinatedA theA accrual of resources andA otherA supportA toA accomplish theA projectsa[]] goals.

In April 2002, ForrestA joinedA OST as an accountantA whereA sheA developedA accountingA policies
andA procedures for OST financial systems, ensuredA thatA such policies andA procedures wereA inA
compliance with governmental policies, standards, applicableA laws, regulations andA precedentA
decisions, andA servedA as aA team memberA for reviewing, evaluatingA andA developingA newA
procedures for OSTA[][Js Trust Funds AccountingA System (TFAS).

https://www.bia.gov/as-ia/opa/online-press-release/ragsdale-announces-vicki-forrest-new-head-bia-trust-
services


https://www.bia.gov/node/8114/printable/pdf

